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Neither owe wor the other curbed hereby, but properly E- 
mited, and truly Aſfifted, V. 433 to 452 
Reaſow proved de fubto, from the whole courſe of Anti- 
£9 never to have done <what the Deifts imagine, 
rathey the contrary, V. 473 to 468. 
The Antients never bad a Religion purely without Poſi- 
#ives, nor could they (the Antients) allowing the $ 
poſttion above, have done what Revelation did,Y.469 2 
Were not Free- thinkers, in the Modern Senſe of the 
Word, F. 481, &c. 
Oma much, 4s well as the Moderns (tho the latter will 
. V. 489 to 5:6. K 
Advantage of a 4 tate, and 
Reaſons a priori, „ 


2 
God's particular Goodneſs herein N &c. 
with the Beige, 1 11. Ke. 
Hew one ought to att in e 563 &: 
A Prayer offered up to God on occaſion, ave 
ene the Sentiments, conduit, and wiſhes of 4 truly 
F F. 570 to 604, 


ROM Time's vaſt Length, eternal and un- 
- | 
Eſſence of God, coeval Rx Aso ſhone; ®. 

Mark'd each receſs of Providence and Fate, 

Weighing the preſent, paſt, and future tare: 

Ere Earth to ſtart from Nothing was decreed, 5 

Ere Man had fan, or God vouchſaf d to bleed 

Part of Herſelf in Eden's pair the ſaw, 

Where Virtue was but praftice, Nature law : . 

* Ef vera Lex, recta Rarro, nature con- 
gruens, & in omnes, conflans, ſempiterna. Huic le- 


eft, de * bac aliquid li- 
— — 1 ö erit alia Ro- 


—— Tull. de Rep. L. Jo preſere'd by 
Lactant. L. 3. c. 6. 
Daus & Rurio que cuntfa geben Manil, L. 2. 


| (2) 
Where Truth was almoſt felt as well as ſeen, 
(Perception half) and ſcarce a miſt been : 10 


Where homage ſtrove in praiſe and ray r t'adore, 
By one to honour, and by one implore; 
While Temp'rance cropt the herb, and mixt the 


X bowl, 


And health warm'd ſenſe, and ſenſe ſublim'd the 
ſoul. 
Fear was net then ; nor malkdy, nor age ; 15 

Nor publick hatred, nor domeſtic rage 

No fancy d want, no loſt of taſte decreed 

The honeſt oxe to groan, the lamb to bleed: 

No earth horn Pride hath ſnatch'd th' Almighty's 
O'erturn'd the balance, or d the God; 20 
23 (for vice is only truth deny d) 

urs d Ignorance, or Nature's voice bely d. 
| "Re, whoſe ſenſe if farther wrought, 
Had weaken'd, ftretch'd, and agoniz'd the thought: 
Created both to know and to polleſs  / Þ 2; 
What we, unhappy, can but barely gueſs; 
Truth to ſurvey in cleareſt lights arrang'd, 
Ere frauds were r or words were 
chang d, 
Ere ev ry act a double aſpect bore, 
or Reddy wont "ov well, perplext us more. 30 
Youſaw the Source of Actions and the End: © 
* Why things are oppoſite, and why they blend; 
How from eternal cauſes good and ill 
Subſiſt; how mingle, yet are diff rent ſtill. 


How Modes unnumber'd ſoften and unite ; 3% 
4 of „ ** frenged of 


Halt 


OP by 
Half of the God came open to your view: 
You hail'd his · preſence, and his voice you knew: 
That God, whole light is Truth, whoſe vaſt extent 
Of pleaſure, Good—ſelf-form'd and ſelf content! 
VUndhurt by years, unlimited by place, 40 
At once o erflowing Time, and Thought, and Space! 
By knowing him, you knew him to be Beft: 

(For the firſt Attribute infers the reſt,) 

Knew from his Mind why boundleſs Virtuc roſe, 4; 

Why his unerring Will chat virtue choſe, 

Not ſomething ſep'rate (as the Deiſts dreams) 

To circumſcribe his pow'r, contract his ſchemes ; 
For Reaſon, tho' it binds th' immortal will, 

Is but a portion of the Godhead ſtill; * 50 
This learn, ye Wits, by ſacred myſt'ry awd, 
And know, that God is ouly guide to God! tf © 

This the Firf knew, their heart, their knowledge 
clear, 

Their reaſon perfect, as their frame could bear; 
Till luſt of change and more than mortal pride 55 
Infring d the law, the penalty defy'd : 

Curſt by themſelves in Eden s bleſt abodes, 


Poſſe fling all, yet raging to be Gods: N 


Thence Sin unnerv'd the ſeuſe, obſcu d the ſoul, 
And fill encreas'd, like rivers as they roll: 60 
) For Nature once de prav'd, like motion croſt, 
— Ne''er af her ſelf c.n gin the pow'rs ſhe loſt. 
But here the moderns eagerly diſpuc, ——— 
Why ina ftate of knowledge abſolute, 
© (Where unmixt truth came naked to the view, 65 
And the firſt glance cou d * all nature throo:) 


© God 
* © ned queris, Deus 8 4 ; 


lie, Legis bjus lacentor, Diſc+ptator, Lator. 
Tull. de Rep. Þeſere'd by Lat. ; rer 


=: 


(4) 


© God ſhould an Zac poſitive decree 
8 And guard ſo ſtrict th inviolable Tree ? 
| © This were, for tri fte, ſagely to chntend, 
© To barter b for bow, for means the end, 70 
| Agreed: But firſt our mighty ſe& ſhou'd prove 
God has no title, to our faith or love: + 
To awe ſubmiſſive, reverential fear, 
To hope, to homage, to the grateful tear; 
That truth omniſcient may ſometimes deceive, 
Thar all-wiſe bounty knows not what to give; 
_ Firſt ler the Critics of the Godhead make | 
Such Theorems clear, and t hen this Anſwer take. 8 
That Adam, tho all Moral truth he ſaw, 
Vet ſcarce a Motive had tinfringe that Law: 
How could he honour other Gods than One ? 
How change a ſpirit into ſculptur'd ttone ? 
How, the firſt morning Life inform'd his frame, 83 
Durſt he profane his Maker's ſacred name 
How without Parents could intemp'rate rage 
Spurn the hoar head, or mock the tears of age? 
Why ſhould he covet? when ſupremely bleſt 
Or why defraud? When all things he poſſeſt . 90 
- The bridal Bed for whom ſhould he deceive 2 
Or whom aſſaſſin, but his much-lov'd Eve 
Hence twas that man by Poſi tives was try d; 
And hence be hold the Godhead juſtify d. | 
Add, that the Reaſoning Faculty of man 95 
 Serv'd not as now, when Adam firſt began: 
Much tho? he ſaw, yet little had he try d, 
9 Nature's ſureſt guide: 
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+ 
See then, a previous cauſe and reaſon gi n 
Why a Refa Ieffinf ſhould come from heav'n, 
Which op'd at once the natures and the pow'rs 
Of earth, ee flow'rs. 
Effects, as yet un-caus'd, thence Am knew, 
The rage of poiſons, and the balms of dew : 
Smil'd when the gen'rous courſer paw'd the plains, 
Yetſhun'd the tygreſs, and her beauteous tains: 
Nurſt the ſoft dove that ſlumber d on his breaft, 
Nor touch'd the Df Sorben | 
How had he tremble in that bleſt abode, 
Had not his tenty been taught by God? 110 
Or how, unlicens'd, durſt he wanton, tread 
Ev'n the green Inſect in its herbal bed? 
Fer Life, like Property, is no man's flave, 
| [This by the way:] The hiſtory of the Fall, 
— d us all, 
ceive, 
We wave for ever, Doctors, by your leave. 
Echnics and Chriſtians a Corrwption grant; 
The Manzer How, ſtill wicked Wits may want. 
So, if they doubt what, Sound, or Viſion be? 
Thence let em prove we cannot hear, nor fee! 
Spite of their Mock'ry alſo, plain is this, 
That no man had a plea to Adams bliſs. 
Grant that the Parent waſtes a vaſt Eftate——— 125 
Is he for that, juſt object of our hate, 
Provided all remains that Uſe requires, 
Or Need can crave, for Ends and for Defires ? 
To point out Evil, Virtue's heights to reach, 
| This life to ſuſten, or the next to teach : 2 
: #S 


i; 


(6) 

Shall Man, becauſe he wants a Seraph's flame, 
Not taſte the Joys propertion'd te his frame 
Knowledge exough for Uſe, for Pride is giv'n ; 
Kwong, bur nar Senſitive as truth in heay'n; 
Clear, yet adapted to the mental Sight; 135 
For too much truth o'erpaw'rs, as too much light. 
Aon, like Virtue in a Medium lies; 
A hairs-breadth more might make us mad not wife, 


= Out-know cv'n Knowledge, and ow-poliſh Art, 


For Reaſon like a King who thirſts for Pow'r, 


Leaves Realmng unpeapled, while it conquers more 


Admir our eye fight, as the Lyws's, clear; 
T' attain the diſtant, we o'crſhoot the near : 
| [For Art too nice, like Tubes reverſt, extends 14; 
Things beyond things, till ev'n the object ends.] 
Hence Nature, like Aidas, faw twas fir 

Tofix th* extremeſt firetch of human Vi: 

Wh, like an Inſect dlamb'ring up a ball, 
Mounts to one point, and then of courſe muſt fall, 
No wiſcr, if in pains proceed, than end, 

And all its Journey only to deſtend! 

The Queſtion is not therefore, how much light 
God's Wiſdem gives us, butt exert it right : 
Enough remains for ev'ry ſocial End, 
For pradtiee, theory, ſelf, neighbour, friend: 


153 


Then call not Knowledge narrow, Heay'n unkind, | 
Ohe Curſe there is, tis Wanmonnefs of Mind. | 


No human Plummets can Abyſſes found ; 
Agreed; yet rocks thy reach and thelving ground; 
Thus Reaſon, where tis dang'rous, ſteers us right, 
And then diſſalves amidſt th Abyſs of Light. 

Tis Reaſon finds th Horizon's glimm'ving line 
Where realms of Truth, and realms of Error join 


Views 


i FF Y Me _ \ a 8 * * 


C7) 
Views its n Hemiſphere with thankful eyes, 165 
Thinks Nature good in that which ſhe denies ; 
While Pride amidſt the vaſt abrupt muſt ſoar — 
Alas, to fathom God is to be more! 
Then dare be wiſe, into thy ſelf deſcend, Pp 
Sage to ſame purpoſe, ftudious to ſome end; 170 
Search thy own heart, the Vell where knowledge 
lies; * 
Thence (not from higher earth] we catch the skies; 
Leave Ahn ry to the Seraph's _— — 
Which takes in Truth, as forms by ftreams are 
caught: | 3 
Leave Luft to brutes whoſe unhurt ſenſe is ſuch, 173 
That ten fold tranſport thrills at ev ry touch: 
Holding the middle ſphere where Reaſon hes, 
Than theſe more temp'rate, as than #boſe leſs wiſe. 
Each pow'r of Animals in each degree, 
Ev'n ſecond Inſtinct, Knowledge is to thee : 199 
Th' effect as certain, tho the birth more ſlow, 
For like the Roſe it muſt expand and blow : 
Time muft call forth the manhood of the mind; 9 
By ſtudy ftrengthen'd, and by taſte retin'd : 
Its Action open, as its Purpoſe true, 185 
| Slowto reſolve, but conſtant to purſue; 
Weeded from paſſion, prejudice, and pride, 
| Mod'rate to all, yet ſteady to one fide. 
Such once was Kxrenr: In word, in action clear; 
Ev'nin the laft receſs of thought fincere; 1930 
Great 
De, Mixe, *EvSov 4 TIHTH Tv A a. &c. Ai. Autun. L. 7. 
J Praterea gigni 


(3) 

Learn'd without Pride, and Juſt without a Foe ; 
Alike Humane, to pity, or impart ; | 
The cooleft head, and yet the warmeſt heart. 
O early loſt! With ev'ry Grace adorn'd! 193 
By me, (fo Heay'n ordains it) always mourn d; 
In Life's full joy, and Virtue's faireſt bloom 
Untimely check d, and hurry d to the Tomb: 
Torn ev 'n from Her whom all the world approv d, 
More Bleſt than man, and more than man Below d! 

How few, like thee, truth's arduous paths can 

rread, 

Trace herflow ftreams, and taſte them at their head? 
See how ſcarft ſages, and pale ſchoolmen roam 
From Art to Art? their Mind a Void at home. 


And Objects proper 
Yet Reaſon has ad of cr 
Art, ſtudy, meditation, youth, and age: 210 - 
which muſt the Slave, the Monarch ſtrike, 
Homage which paid not injuries boch alike ; 
Virtue at once to pleaſe and to befriend, 
(Great Nature's clue, obſervant of its end) 
Such were the paths the rubric Antients trod, 215 
The friends of Virtue, and the * friends of God. 
Science like this, important and divine, | 
The good man offers Reaſon, at thy ſhrine : 


Sees 


S I Taq H ce mw. 
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(9) 
Sees Thee, God, Nature, (well explain d) the fame : 7 
Not chang d when thought on, varying but in name 
Sees whence each aptitude, each diff rence ſprings, 
How thought ev n acts and meaning lives in things: 
Or elſe examines at leſs ſtudious hours 
The Thinking Faculty, its ſource, its pow'rs: 
How, ſtretch'd like Kneller's canvas firſt it lies, 225 
Ere the ſoft tints awake, or outlines riſe : 
How, till 3 years, 
The Maſter-Figure Reaſon ſcarce appears: 
| Sighs to ſurvey a Realm by right its own, 
While Paſfon, [fierce co- heir] uſurps the throne , 
A ſecond Nero, turbulent in ſway, 
His Pleaſure, Noiſe; his Life one ſtormy Day; 
Headftrong in love, and headſtrong too in hate, 
Reſolv'd t enſlave the Mob, or fink the State 
Sad farce of pow'r, fad anarchy of things, 235 
Where brutes are ſubjeQs, and where tyrants kings 
Tet in this infant ſtate, by ſtealth, by chance, | 
Th' increaſing mind till feels a flow advance, 
| Thro? the dark Void n ln of Truch can 
ſhoot, 
And love of Liberty upheave at root. 
No more the tender ſeeds unquicken d lie, 
But ftretch their form and wait for wings to fly: 
Senſation firſt, the groundwork ot the whole, 
Deals ray by ray each image to the ſoul: 
Perception true to every nerve receives 245 
The various impulſe, now exults, now grieves; 
Theught works and cuds, and dares afreſh begin; 
So whirlpools — * 


A* 


— Natura quam Deus &* Divi | 
„ Sause. 


( 1@ ) 

In unknown cells and in aereal chains; 
Imagination thence her flow rs tranſlates, 
And Fancy emulous of God, creates: 
Experience ſlowly moving next appears, 
Wiſe but by habit, judging bus from years; 
Till Xzowledge comes, a wiſe and gen'rous heir, 253 
And opes the Reſervoir averſe to ſpare: 

Moves all, guides all, and all ſuſtains in one. 

Bright Emanation of the Godhead hail, 
Fountain of living luſtre, ne'er to fail; 260 
As none deceiving, fo of none deceiv'd : * 
Beheld, and in the act af Sight believ'd, 

In Truth, in Strength, in Majeſty array'd, 

Such in ber ſelf is Rx: Deiſt ſay, 263 
What haſt thou here t object, t cxplain away? 
Think'fi thou #by Reaſon this uncrring Rule? 7 
Then live a madman—and yet die a fool! 

God gave us Reaſon as the Stars were giv'n, 
Not to diſcard the Sun, but mark out Heav'n; 270 
At once a Rule of Faith, if well employ'd, 

A Source of Pleaſure, if aright enjoy d, 
And Point, ound which th' eternal error lies 
Ot fools tes credulous, and wits tos wiſe, 
A faithful guide to comfort and to ſave, 
Till the mind floats, like Peter on the wave: 


| * 2 neque a „ ; R 15 L by, 1 | 
| q Ratio Diis Hominibuſque communis: bec in illis 


conſummata of, is nobis conjammabilis. SIC Epitt, 


7 

(nu) 

Then bright-ey'd Hope deſcends, ol hen aly birth 
And Fiith, our Immortality on Earth, 

A Saviour ſpeaks! lo darkneſs low'rs no more, 

And the huſnt billows fleep againſt the ſhore. 280 
If this be hardſhip let the dying heir 
Spurn back his father*s aid, and curſe his care ? 

If this be cruel, partial, or unwiſe, 

Then periſh inſidel, and God deſpiſe ! 

Nor flows it hence, that Revelation's force 281 
Chains Reaſon down, or thwarts it in its courſe : 
Since Obligation, firſt of Moral ties 
Binds thus, and yet no Tyranny implies : 

We grant that men thꝰ eternal motive ſee, | 

Yet motive, where there's choice, ſtill leaves them 
3 free: 

True Liberty was ne er by Licenſe gain d 290 
Nor are Liege- ſubjects Slaves becauſe reſtrain'd ;* 
Reſtriction ſbotus the check, but none creates; 
$oPreſcience finds, but not neceſſitates. 

Let ſtill the Wits with partial voice exclaimy 29g 

What art thou Truth? what Knowledge ? bur a 

name: . 
Ia ſhort, are Mortals free, or are they hound 
Tell us, is Reaſon ſamething, or a found. 

Friends tis agreed: Behold the gen'rous part, 
My foul at ence unfolded, and my heart; 300 
Too brave to be by Superſtition aw d, | 
And yet too modeſt to confront the God: 

Chain d to no int'reft, bigot to no cauſe, 
Slave of no hape, preferment, or applauſe! 

i For thoſe who clave to Truth for Virtues fake, 305 
ins (roy all party-good, yer nothing ſtake. 


Thon 


A. 1 Servi ſums, wh liberi % 


(12) 
Thouthen, O Source of uncreated Light, 
Hallow my lips, and guard me whilſt I write! 

Firſt in that Pow'r, [ro whole eternal thought 
No outward object e er one image brought, 310 
The part, the whole, the ſec'er and the ſeen, 

No diſtance, inference, or a& between :] 
Rxason prefides, diffufing thence abroad 
Thro' truth, thro' things—the Teſt, the Point of 

Cad. * 

As perfe# Reaſon from the Godhead ſprings, 
(And ſtill unchaog'd if perfe# ;) fo from Things 315 
| Truth, Ackion:- in their kind and their degree 
Starts real meaning, difference, harmony. | 
Theſc all imply a Reaſon, Reaſon ftill 
A Dwty, good if ſought, if ſought not, %; 320 
Hence in the chain of cauſes, Virtze, Vice, 

And thence Religion, take their gen ral riſe. | 

God firſt creates, the ref rence, nature, force 
Ot things created muſt reſult of courſe ; 


Az well . 8 6 its evid lifcl = 313 « 

Or Chance sketch out Earth's, Heav'ns ſtupendous \ 

frame, 6 

As well might Motion to bc Reft conſent, a 

uu well might Matter fill without extent, 
- As 

* 


Dent totus, Ratio eff. Senec. nat. queſt. L. 1. 
F Eft profetto aliquid Natura pulchrum atque precla- 

n, quod iponte ſua preteretur, quodgue ſpreta & con- 

gempts valaprate, optimus quiſque ſequeretur. Tull ds 


Dwodque Vere dicimus, etiam ſi a nullo laudetur, Na- 
tura eſt laudabile. [dem de Offi-. | 

Eltenim illud ipſum quod Honeſtum Decoramque dici- 
mus per ſc nabis placet, animoſque omnium Natura ® 
ſpecie ſua commovet. Tbid. L. 2. c. 9. 
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The lay, the conſort ſwell upon the thought. 


(17) 

As Things (instead of being what they ought,) 

Siok into hazard, whim, caprice, or nought, 330 
Hence in each art the Great, the Glorious warms» 

For Science only copies Moral Charms, * 

Myſterious excellence! the dome, the draught, 


The Mind to nobler beauty thenge proceeds, 335 
The union, colouring, and force of deeds; ” 
Swells in the hero's cauſe with vaſt eſteem, 
Labours with Bratzs in the tern Decrec, 

Yet whiſpers "dt has tears, O Rome be foor? 340. 
Envies at Utica the Stoic ſword, 
Or bleeds at Carthage, Martyr to its word + 

Theſe truths congenial, nar devis d tho' found, 

Live in each age, and ſhoot from ev ry ground; 


Bloom or on Al a, or on Indies coaſt, 347 = 


Midft Abifinis's flames, or Zembla's froſt. 


Let flillthe f Wits and Moraliſts cxclaim _ a 


© Thar Virtue's cual oft, and oft a name: 
At Eſfperanza's Cape (or Jeſuits lie) | 
© Their Baptifn's Urine, and their God a Fly; 359 
Old Cam ſagely vers d inStaic Laws, 
« Still hackney'd out his Wiſe to ſerve the Cauſe, 
And [xceft, for th* Advantage of a Nation 

Was ſacred made by ares Teen: 

C 

* Ita qued nan pateft in Veritate ri, id C 
n 
tionem habere. Omnia enim certa proprietate & 4 
veris Natura deductis Moribus 


T i fon Opuſcule ; + fad 
ayer ; eptique. 
|| Locke's Human Underſtand. L. 1. c. 2. 


(18) 

Md Torry's Deſarts, and-Cotheys's Sands, 35; 
* In their Horſe- ſoop the natives waſh their hands, 
One drop ot urine in their chamber ſpilr 
© Is certain death, inexpiable guilt! 
© Fora huge whore, ſee Heroes, Kings, at ſtrife ; 
© But never Virgin there was wade a Wife.” + 36s 
Of all Aﬀertions, theſe indeed are chief 
T” excite compaſſion, tho not ſhake belief: 
Since from an agent's want of taſte or skill, 
It flows not that the rule muſt needs be ill; 
For Truth exifts abſtracted from the mind, 365 
And Nature's Laws are Laws, tho man be blind. 
 Rxasox at moſt, but imitates the Sun, 
To each is various, and to Ax L. is one: 
Perfe# conſider d in its ſelf tis true, 
And yet imperfett as exerted too: 370 
The Hental Pov eternal, equal, fixt, 
The human act unequal, caſual, mixt 
And if ſuch dormant Reaſon hears no fruit, EE 7 
Dead in the branch, tho' real at the root, 
Defeft and actual Ignorance are one, 3731 
For uſeleſs Talents are the ſame as none; 
All men may catch the lights ot truth tis true, 
But the great Queſtion is, if all men do ? 

Oh but, ſays one, if Reaſon comes from heav'n, 
Nature, or God muſt deal the Bleſſing ev n: 380 N 
Agreed: and in a prior ſenſe they do; 


Bur ſtill t improve che gitt devolves on you; | . © 
Reaſon in this reſpect I boldly fay, f 
(And fo do thouſands, ſchool - men, church- men, l 
lay. 5 | No } 

* Foyages de Carin + Hiſtoire des Gherifs. a 

| Semin in corporibus Enmanis divina diſperſn ſunt, Bf 


que i bonus Cinltor ercipit, fimilia origini Prad unt 
Sax. Epror. 73. 


Or Tindat's fitneſs at Philemon's Grange? 


(19) 
No more is natural and inly- born 225 
Then love, or luſt, or pride, or hate or froen: 
"Tis man's t* exert, exalt, ſubject, impart; - 
Here lies the Honeſty and here the Art. 

"Tis his, t' improve good ſenſe, bur none create, 
Ty'd down to ſpend no more than his eſtate; 390 
To ſtrike no notion out, no truth deduce, 
But juſt as nature ſow'd the ſecds for uſe. 

This inſtance urg'd and drawn from mental 

pow'rs, 

Earth each day teſcifies in trees and flow rs: 
Culture with skill, and ſcience join'd with toil, 395 
Teach Perſ6a's peach to bloom in Albion ſail, 
Astruly nature's produce here, as there 
In its own ſunſhine and its ſpicy air. — 
For truth, like earth made barren by the fall, 
Juſt as men labour, tribute pays to all: * 40O 
Plain, if kind Heav'n to bleſſings ſhall impart, 
A reaſonable head, and upright heart: 
For plainneſs riſes in a giv'n degree 
As men are honeſt, and as men can ſee; 
uarles may be harder to th* unletter'd clown 495 
Than Hedlin, or Beſſi to wits in town. 


What's Ethic to the true pains-taking man, 


| Who never thinks and cheats bur all he can? 


What's 55% hairs-breadrh morals at the 
Change ? 


a 
Or ſolid Reas ning to the headſtrong youth, 
His Tutor, Pain, Experiment his Truth? 

In ort, one ſentence may the whole diſcuſs— 
As we with Taurn, Taurn coincides with us: 
This boults the matter fairly to the bran, 415 
And nothing more wits, eee 


Nruzz 


( 20) 
Narva like God, ne 'er felt the leaſt deeay; 
But human nature has, and oft ſhe may: 
Full in the child th* unfinew'd fire appears, 
More weak by growth, more infantine by years; 
And ductile vice each new impreſſion takes, 
Paſſive as air, with ev'ry motion ſhakes. 
The pile impair d, but not oer whelm'd by years; 
Ev'a the remains ſtrength, beauty, i 423 
And, faint, or rough, are equal proofs of art: | 
Yer noching but the firſt creating hand 
Shall fill the ſhadowy lines, or new command, 
Bid the ftretch'd roof to ſweel, the arch to bend | 
The wings to widen, and the front extend! 430 
Yet as true madmen, moſt their friends ſuſpect; 
So Wits for this, ſhall ev'n their God reje&! 
Not that my verſe Right Reaſon would controul, 
True Freedom limit, or contract the Soul; 
Th exchange were one to bigotry from pride, 435 
A hairs-breadth ſerves to join them, or divide; 
Yer proper decencies mult ftill be had, 
Not meanly pious we, nor vainly mad: 
Reaſon, like Iſrael, Horeb's place deſcrjes, 
But if ſhe gazes wantonly, ſhe dies: 
If well- attemper d, her ethereal light 
Will fix our ſlippery ſteps, and gild our night: 
Or elſe at moſt we run a raſh career, 
Or fare like pilots, who by meteors ſteer; 
For, like a mark he's faithful to the view, 445 
But juſt as diſtance, force, and aim are true; 
Then guide, and judge, and guardian of our ways, 
Teſt of our deeds, and umpire of our praiſe, 
Source of our joy, and bound'ry of our grief, 
1 and pilot of belief! 450 
True 
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Which trembling ſeeks her, as the ſieel its pole! 
Yet ah, how few ev'n antient times beheld, 
(When Greece and Rome in arms and arts excel d) 
Who thro” life's maze the ſteps of Nature trod, 455 
Reaſon their guide, and Truth their unknown God 
The Stagyrite, who bold to heay'n could ſoar, 
Trembled at laſt to die, and be no more; 
Gods, angels, glories op'd on Plato's view, | 
Yet judgment quench'd the flames which rapture 
blew : 
Midſt myriads, who but Socrates appears 460 
The birth, pride, effort of three thouſand years! 
Nothing the reft, or worſe than nothing meant, 
God was but Chance, and Virtue but Conſent,” 
At beſt the Hero's was an impious name; 467 
Free Patriots while they bled were ſlaves to fame; 
Ev'n Hell was fable, and their bleſt a bodes | 
Of Brutes Synod, or a Mob of Gods! 
What Bramin yet, what Sage of Rome or Greece 
Eer form'd one moral Syſtem of a piece? 470 
Or half an Altar rais'd, or Duty paid, | 
Unmix'd with rituals, homage, myft'ry, ſhade? 
; He therefore beft infers who ſteers by fact, 
And weighs not Reafon's Pow'r, but Folly's Ac: 
Which of thoſe godlike antients ever drew 473 
The Whole of Ethics juſtly round and true? 
Had Miſhon or to prophecy or preach ? 5 
Sanction t' excite, Authority to reach? Nay 
'Sy ma. Tull. de Nat. Deor. L. 1. | 
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Nay, ev'n their Rale of Morals and of Life | 

Was often wrong, oft various, oft at firife—— 40 

Vainſt State or Prieſt they little durſt impart, 

Their lips ſcarce breath'd the 3 
their heart: 

Hence Samos Soge the current faith advie'd, 
Hence Plato trim'd his Creeds, and temporiz'd, 
And Greece for + one man's head in holy rage, 48 
[A ftrange example in that mod rate age] 

More Art employ'd, more Premiums ifſu'd forth, 
Than all our modern Deiſts heads are worth. 

Nay half the ſource of moſt the antients knew, 
From Noah they, as He from Edex drew: 490 
Whence Truth in ſecret pipes to Memphis paſt, 
Thence ſtrain d thro? Fewry water d {ſa laſt, 

So Niles wanders myſtic in its flow, 

And Columns toſt from Tempe feed the Po. 

Now too, Wit's Titans ſpite of all their boaſt, 
But combat God with his own arms at moſt : 

The truths they boaſt of, and the rules they know, 
Seen not, or own'd not, firſt from Scripture flow. 

So painters us d to copy, ſeem t invent, 

Of aid unconſcious, and in theft content. 500 
Faith ftrikes the light, bur pride aſſumes the fame, 
Sure like th* oblig'd t efface her Patron's name: 
For as w vig rous breezes drive a fleet, 

Earth ſeems to ſtretch, and lab'ring floats to meet,* 
(Solid ber ſelf and Er) 80 bare us Thus; 105 
Nor vc to God, but God accedes to us. 


+ Diager 

* 2 — fertur, cum videtur : 
Que manet in Statione, as 
EY fugere ad nin alu, evidentur 


For 
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For ah, ev'n here when life a journey runs, 
Bleſt with new day-light and with nearer ſuns : 
_ Yirtue's dim lights by God's own hand ſupply's, 
With Sanct ion ſtrengthen d, honour d with a Guide, 
How few (except inſtructed firſt and led) 510 
Can thrid the Maze, or touch the Fountain's head ? 
Obſerve a Mean twixt Bigotry and Pride, 
Hit the ſtrait way, or err not in the wide ? 

If Reaſon then ſcarce finiſhes the Beſt, 513 
Th' unbiaſt Few, how fares it with the reſt ) 
Where Error holds at leaſt a dubious ſway, 

A war of thoughts, and twilight of a day; 
Where Prepoſſeſion warps the ductile mind, 
Where blindfold Edvcation leads the blind: 520 
Where Int'reft biaſſes, ill Cuſtoms guide, 
And frong Deſires pour on us like a tide; | 

Where ence is never at a loſs, 

But ſaunters on to Heav'n, a Saint in groſs: 
Where Vu muſt mince a Goat (its throat ſo ſmall:) 
Where Ignorance an Oftrich gorges all; 555 
wn vow of fry beeps, 


Bad for good ends, the butcher of the God: 525 
Where Pride ſtill liſt ning to her ſelf appears, 
New forms carth'sorbir, and new rolls the ſpheres, 
Holds ev'n th* Almighty in her airy chain, ; 
Gives back his laws, well meant, but meant in yain : 
Its bravery at beſt a blund ring hit, 530 
Its treedom treaſon, obloquy its wit; 
Its 


n Natura e- 
eſt in vitam in quo tamen ineſt tanquam obru- 
tus, quidam divinus ingenii & mentis. Tull. de. 
Rep. L. 3 Prefer ' Sr. aui, Contr. Pet. L. 4, \ 
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Wenns bean 
And the dear little licence to blaſpheme 

Say, can cool Virtue here diſſuade from ill? 
Or exil'd Reaſon—Pandar to the Will — 333 
Ar moſt a Voice or Miracle may ſave, 

And only Terrors ſnatch us from the grave! 

Suppoſe [tho' we diſown it oft to be] 

Man from theſe Errors and theſe Paſſions free ; 
Well taught by Art, by Nature well inclin'd, * 
Steady of Judgment, tractable of Mind, 

The firſt ſtepꝰ's his, (the giving folly o er,) 

The laft, to practiſe truth, is ten times more. 

Ah me, what lengths of valley yet remain, | 
— What hills to climb, ere Reafor's height he gain? 
What ſtrengrh to toil, what labour to purſue, 
Still out of reach, and often out of view! 

Then God, how well doft thou provide , 
For crring Reaſon an unerring Guide! 
To filence Explanation {My@'ry's ſbe, ] 
To lead the tim rous, and exalt the low; 

Ev'n to the heft, fas all are oft perplent! 
Inſtructive, as true Comments to a text. 

Then let cach hour's new whim the Wirlings |, 
FE ſwell, 

Heav'n let em tutor, and extinguiſh hell : 555 
Refuſe to truſt Omniſcienee on its troth, 

Yet take a lawyer's Word, or harlot's Oath; 

And only — vain.® 
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Ca e Philoſopbis turba imperitorum, | 
uns Sanditudinis, priva vera rationis, ins veligionis, 
1 — pars in ee delete, 
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Grant none but they the narrow Path can hit— 360 
When will two Hts allow each other Wiz? 

Far other views the ſolid mind employ, 
A bounded proſpect, but a ſurer joy 
True Knowledge when ſhe conquers or abftains, 
Like the true Hero, equal glory gains. 165 
This, this is Science, ſacred in its end, | 
True to the views of heav”n, one's ſelf, and friend: 
The earlieft ſtudy, as the lateſt care, 
The ſureſt refuge, and the only pray r. 

O Thou, the God, who high in Heav'n prefides, 
* Whoſe eye o'erſces me, and whoſe wiſdom guides, 
* Deal me that Portion of Content and Reft, 

That unknown Health, and Peace, which ſuit me 
F. ,_ +. _ 1 | 
© Save me from all the Guilt, and all the Pain, 
That luſt of pleaſure brings, and luſt of gain; 580 
« In Trial fix me, and in Peril ſhade, 
* 'Gainft Foes protect me, gainſt my Paſſions aid; 
© In Wealth my guardian, and in Want my guide, 
Twixt a mean Flattery, and a drunken Pride: 
With Life's more dear Senſations warm my heart, 
« Tranſport io feel, Benevolence t impart, 587 
« Each homefele Jay, each publick Duty ſend, | 
* Make me, and give me, all things in the Friend! 

© But moſt protect and guard me in a Mind, 
Not raſnly bold, nor abjectly refign'd : 590 
And oh, when Intereſt ev'ry Virtue hides, 
© When Error blinds, and Prejudice miſguides, 
Alike thy Grace, alike thy Truth impart, 
© Beam on my Soul, and triumph oer my Heart! 
Thus let me live unheard of, or forgot, 3535 
My wealth Content, praiſe Silence, truth my 
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